
 

 

  

 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

Hi all, this month I have a couple of requests … the 

first one is as we are just half way into the Probus year 

it is time to think about next year’s committee.  As the 

year ends we will have a few vacancies for the ensuing 

year.  Secondly, If you feel that you could be of help to 

the club, for instance running or starting a new interest 

group, please let me know. 

 

We have had an email from Erica who is responsible 

for our meeting room and asked if we could move 

straight into the room rather than stopping in the foyer 

to have a chat as they have other occupants adjoining 

the foyer and excessive noise interferes with their 

programme.  It seems a bit odd but that was the request 

we received. 

 

I am very pleased with our coffee mornings, but we 

have a little change in time and venues.  The new time 

will be 10.30am.  The committee thought we should 

have different venues, so the decision is the 2
nd

 

Wednesday will be in the usual café in Camden, and 

the 4
th
 Wednesday will be in the Narellan Town Centre 

near Big W called Coffee Gossip.  It is more for the 

benefit of some members who come from the 

Campbelltown or surrounding area.   

 

To all those people who are on the waiting list, you are 

permitted to attend 3 meetings, so please come so we 

know that you are still interested to stay on the list.  

Visitors may be able to participate in some club 

outings, however we do need you to speak with the 

organiser of the outing to provide your contact details. 

Once your name is down you are committed to pay the 

cost if you do not turn up.  Where there are limited 

numbers members have first priority.  

 

One item for next year’s agenda is that Good Friday is 

the meeting date for Probus …. we will have the April 

meeting the following Friday which is the 10
th
 April. 

 

Please wear your name badge at all our meetings 

 

The statistics on sanity are that one out of 4 people are 

suffering from some sort of mental illness.  Think of 

your three best friends – if they are okay, then it’s you. 

 

Yours in Probus 

Tony Wolf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 2014/2015 
 

PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf   0466962867 

V. PRESIDENT Kathy Smith   46552159    

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

   Ronald Crawford   46477825 

 Peter O’Loughlin   46266961 

   Ken Starkey     46255253 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford   46477825 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty   86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina    46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill    46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Art Appreciation  Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club    Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

Cards     Jeanette Jackson    46479986 

     Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making    Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft     Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening    Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet    Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography    Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows    Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours     Peter O’Loughlin   4626 6961 

Travel Tales     Kathy & Malcolm Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa             46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 

Friday, 5
th
 Sept:    David Milton & Lynette Nixon 

Friday, 3
rd

 Oct:     Jim & Jean Mossman 

 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am. If you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NEWSLETTERS:  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Carol Vleeskans, Convenor of 

Macarthur Arthritic Support Group. 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY:  Chris Burrows, Jean 

Campbell, Elaine Dean, Ron Dean, Maureen Gander, 

Barbara Jensen, Sue Kijurina, Francoise Kirkland, 

Susana Marris, Norm Meredith, Joyce Reilly, Ray 

Smith, Brenda Starkey, Shirley Taranto, Jack 

White, Ros Williams, Bob Williams 
 

 

 

A PROFILE – Jean Campbell 
 

 

I was born in Belfast, 

Northern Ireland on 17
th
 

September 1942.  I am the 

second of four children.  

Mum had worked as a 

legal secretary prior to her 

marriage.  My father was 

called up for Active 

Service at the beginning of 

the Second World War. 

 

I do not remember the war, 

but I do remember that we 

were happy.  My father finished his war in Singapore.  

He was a Sergeant Major by then and was there for the 

liberation of the Prisoner of War camps.  

Unfortunately, he brought memories back which he 

had trouble dealing with.  He developed a drinking 

problem and it was not a happy home. 

 

I was educated by the Sisters of Charity.  They were 

not very charitable and I think they got pleasure out of 

using the cane.  It just took one person to annoy them 

and they caned the whole class.  My education was 

interrupted when I was twelve.  I became ill and spent 

nine months in hospital.  When I recovered it was 

decided that, rather than try and catch up on the 

schooling I had missed, it would be better for me to go 

to a Commercial College. 

I worked as a Secretary in a large medical research 

department.  I became Personal Secretary to the 

Professor and Head of the Department.  He lived into 

his nineties and we kept in touch until his death a 

couple of years ago. 

 

I met my husband, Michael, in the late sixties. We 

were married in August 1969.  We had our honeymoon 

in Paris and the night we returned to Belfast was the 

night the “troubles” started.  We arrived into a 

nightmare.  Lots of lives, homes and businesses were 

lost that night. 

 

We left Belfast a couple of weeks later as Michael had 

been offered a teaching position in Zambia.  We lived 

in one of nine houses in the school grounds for two 

and half years.  It was a wonderful experience and I 

have so many memories of life in Zambia … 

especially Victoria Falls, where we had a chance 

encounter with the Llewellyns.  Our daughter, Grainne, 

was born in Zambia. 

 

We returned to Northern Ireland in 1972.  Big mistake, 

but in those days people thought peace was just around 

the corner.  We were there for the Bloody Friday and 

Bloody Sunday and lived in constant fear.  Our son, 

Michael, and daughter, Sinead, were born in Belfast. 

 

On a miserable winter’s night Michael saw an 

advertisement in the local paper “Sunny New South 

Wales needs Teachers”.  He decided to apply.  We 

arrived in January 1976 with three little children.  We 

knew no one, but never regretted the move.  Our son, 

Denis, was born here in 1978. 

My beloved Michael died in August 2005.  He had 

been a smoker; it was his only vice and he paid for it 

with his life.  I miss him every day but his memory 

lives on in our children and grandchildren. 

 

 

Avenue Q by Ken Starkey 

 
Our regular club members who attended 

Campbelltown Theatre Group’s Production of Avenue 

Q at the old Town Hall Theatre gave it a well deserved 

thumbs up for entertainment. Avenue Q is a musical 

comedy featuring human actors side by side with life 

size puppets each worked by the all singing all dancing 

cast. However Sesame Street it was not. It is a sexy, 

naughty and very funny boy meets girl coming of age 

story addressing and satirizing the issues and anxieties 

associated with entering adulthood.  It contained adult 

concepts, coarse language, and (shock, horror) full 

frontal puppet nudity (Definitely not Sesame Street) . 

Well done Campbelltown Theatre Group.  
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OUR MONTHLY COACH TRIP –  
Peter O’Loughlin 

 
Well the weather was different to what the forecasters 

had offered us, but we weren’t going to complain 

about the sunshine today. 

 

Our coach arrived a little earlier than normal and with 

a different driver, but one we have seen before. Keith 

was preparing for a trip to the snow that afternoon so 

he sent his partner, Donna, to be at the pointy end for 

today, however she did bring the coach we normally 

have for our trips. 

 

The trip across to Penrith was uneventful, but we did 

get a good view of the new developments happening 

around Oran Park.  

 

We arrived at the Museum of Fire where the place was 

“abuzz” with activity, seems a number of Fire 

Appliances were being prepared for a vintage car show 

at Eastern Creek on Sunday. 

 

 
 

          Antiques at the Fire Museum 

 

After a cuppa in the lovely warm sunshine in front of 

the museum, our guide, who had just finished a 

nightshift at St Mary’s Fire Station, took us on a tour 

through the museum. He told us of some of the many 

disasters which have happened, not only in Sydney but 

around the State.  He also told us how the Fire Brigade 

has changed over the years with many improvements 

to the systems which are now in place - just glad I 

don’t have to wear a uniform which adds a minimum 

of 32kilos to body weight when dressed for work. 

 

The thing I remember most about the information he 

gave was the emergency number, it is NOT “Triple O” 

any more, as he reminded us, with phones nowadays 

and the use of alphabet dialling, anyone not from our 

generation would dial the numbers “666” as that is 

where “O” is on the keypad, remember the emergency 

number is now “TRIPLE ZERO”. 

 

This was followed by a tour through much of the 

historic equipment used by the fire brigade of many 

years, with many photographic memories being made 

of our day out. 

 

From here we were driven to Penrith Panthers for 

lunch, it was good that we had plenty of time for lunch 

as the staff making our coffees could not have been 

any slower. 

 

 

 
 
            Mount Schoenstatt Shrine  

 

Our final stop for the day was at the Mount Schoenstatt 

Shrine in Mulgoa. We were met by one of the resident 

Sisters who related to us the history and origins of the 

“Order”. We wandered the beautifully kept grounds, 

marvelled at the magnificent little Shrine and enjoyed 

the wonderful gardens which surrounded the Shrine. 

After some time to contemplate, meditate, relax and 

absorb the ambience of the grounds we climbed back 

aboard the coach for the final leg of our day out. 

 

 

Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural       

Institute-  Ken Starkey 

 

The Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute 

(EMAI), located on our doorstep at Menangle, is the 

Department of Primary Industries Centre of Excellence 

for animal and plant health.  Our Probus Group were 

introduced to The State Veterinary Diagnostic 

Laboratory (SVDL) which plays a vital role in 

providing the best available diagnostic capabilities in 

production animal pathology.  

 

Laboratory staff members Helen and Carmen provided 

an overview of the Specimen Receival and Dispatch 

area and the “Engine Room” or Customer Service 

Unit, the hub for SVDL and other laboratories at 

EMAI. Sharon was our guide through the laboratories 

where the testing of blood, poo and other material is 

processed and where we were able to view bottles of 

blood, microbes under a microscope and various other 

sample bits and pieces.  

 



Next we were introduced to Brendon, a Molecular 

Geneticist who gave a fascinating chat about why A2 

tests are carried out on milking herds of cattle and 

demonstrated how it is done using a computerised 

“robot” filled with individual cattle genes plucked 

from their tails and placed in test tubes.  

Our tour concluded with a fabulous morning tea and 

informal chat with the SVDL laboratory staff. Each of 

us were presented with a beautifully illustrated book 

“Camden Park Birthplace of Australia’s Agriculture” 

relevant because the EMAI is located on 1600ha being 

part of John Macarthur’s original 2000ha grant in 

1805. The EMAI are also involved in preserving the 

original strain of John Macarthur’s “Camden Park” 

sheep flock as well as the existing endangered 

Cumberland Plain Woodland. Thank you to the SVDL 

science staff for an amazing, informative and 

entertaining tour. 

 

 

A Note from our Membership Officer 
 

If any member has misplaced their Membership 

Badge, did not receive their Membership Card or have 

misplaced it please see either Ron or Beverley 

Crawford 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
                             

 Art  Appreciation  -  Francoise Kirkland 

     

 

 

 

 
Painting by 

Sue Kijurina 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Book Club – Pat and Ray Cranfield  
The book for our last meeting was a great success, - 

everyone agreed it was very unusual, stimulating, and 

memorable. Our next meeting will be a week later than 

usual, due to members being overseas, and will be held 

on 22nd September. We will each be discussing our 

own recent favourite books. 

 

 

Bowls – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 30
th
 September at Camden 

R.S.L  2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per 

person which includes bowls. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 
This month we tried our hand at heat embossing which 

can be a bit tricky. Another technique involved the use 

of painter’s masking tape to apply our ink. Simple 

poppies looked very elegant highlighted in red. Our 

September meeting has been cancelled due to building 

works at my home. We will play next on Tuesday 14
th 

October. 
 

 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Next Craft days are 2
nd

 September and 16
th
 September. 

 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Our next Cards Night will be at the Glen Alpine 

Casino on Friday 26
th
 September commencing at 7pm.  

Contact Ken & Brenda on 46255253.  

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 
For the August gardening event some of us we were 

fortunate enough to attend the Elizabeth Macarthur Ag 

Institute, Biosecurity Division. An amazing place to 

visit. Thanks Marg for assisting with the organisation. 

We are unable to visit Pauline and David on the 26
th
 

September so I will let you know where we will meet 

later. 

Keep potting, Sue 

 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins     
Our Meeting on Friday 29

th
 August was in the Large 

Hall where we will be for the rest of this year at least. 

We spent our time looking at the changes special 

effects can create in an image and planned outing for 

Friday 12
th
 September. We will meet at the 

Campbelltown Art Gallery Entrance at 10am. You will 

be given an activity sheet to follow. Bring your 

camera & imagination with you. Photos will be 

taken in this precinct for several hours- meeting up for 

lunch at  the Cafe in the Art Centre. 

                      Happy Snapping 

 

 

Walking/Dining Group – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Thursday, 2
nd

 October: Garven Institute of Medical 

Research – tour is full – please notify me if you 

cannot attend on day as I have people on the waiting 

list. Catch 8.09 train from Leumeah station, 10 minute 

walk from Kings Cross Station to Garvin, gold coin 

donation, morning tea provided, duration of tour is 1½ 

hours.  

 

Thursday, 9
th

 October: Lunch at “The Oran Park 

Café” located at Oran Park Town Centre, arrive at 

12.00.  Order lunch off menu, if weather is good we 

will be located outside on the terrace under umbrellas. 

 



Thursday, 6
th

 November: Sculptors by the Sea 

Catch 7.54am train from Leumeah Station, changing at 

Wolli Creek for Bondi Junction, catch bus from Bondi 

Junction to Tamarama Beach, commence walk, either 

bring along lunch or purchase lunch at Bondi Beach. 

 

Thursday, 13
th

 November:  Have rescheduled our 

Kiama Walk on this day, meet at Narellan Library car 

park for an 8.30am departure, car pooling.  Duration of 

walk is 2 ½ hours, will have lunch in Kiama at end of 

walk. 

 

Monday, 24
th

 November:  Lunch will be at “The 

Camden Hotel” 12.00pm.  Order off menu. 

 

Friday, 19
th

 December:  Probus Christmas lunch is 

being held at Eschol Park House, cost is $55.00 per 

person, arrive at 12.00pm 

 

  

Shows-Joyce Reilly 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

September 

John Williamson 

Campbelltown Catholic Club – Cube 

Sat 6
th
 September 8pm. 

Dinner in Bistro at Club from 6pm. 

 

The King and I 

Wednesday, 17
th
 September 1pm.   

Opera House Sydney 

 

Marcia Hines  
Campbelltown Catholic Club 

Saturday, 20
th
 September 8pm  $36 

 

The Wharf Revue 

Casula Powerhouse, Sat 27
th
 September 8pm   

 

October 

The Last Confession – David Suchet 

Wednesday October 1
st
   1pm 

Theatre Royal  

 

The Fabulous Beatie Boys –  

Campbelltown Catholic Club 

Saturday, 1
st
 October 8pm   $36 

 

November 

A Happy & Holy Occasion 

Campbelltown Theatre Group 

Saturday, 8
th
 November 2pm 

 

December 

Rupert: Theatre Royal, Wednesday 3
rd

 or 

10
th
 December   $66 

 

 

2015 

February 

Dirty Dancing Wednesday 11
th

 February 

Lyric Theatre  $70 

 

March 

Les Miserables   

Capitol Theatre   $60 

 
 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 
Only one more day before SPRING comes knocking 

on our doors. As my mum would say “go outside and 

play” well we have a bit happening this coming month.  

 

Our monthly meeting this coming Friday, then on 

Saturday some of us are off to the Catholic Club to see 

John Williamson, I believe there is a spare ticket 

available. 

 

Wednesday 17
th
 off to the “big smoke” and the Sydney 

Opera House for the King & I. When Joyce got home 

from her international travels I passed the tickets on to 

her for distribution at the coming meeting. 

 

Our monthly trip on Friday 19
th
 is to Mt Kembla with 

Judith Dunn from Past Times Tours as our guide 

(again) and payment for that trip is due at the meeting. 

Also due this month is the deposit for our trip to 

Melbourne next March. We have good numbers but 

still a couple of spots to fill 

 

I will also have a list of final payments and home pick-

up times for our Coffs Harbour trip in October. 

 

I have commenced planning for next year and can tell 

you that our first trip, in February will be another 

cruise on the Hawkesbury River, more later. 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

I’d like to give a vote of thanks to Cyril and Francoise 

for their charming presentation of their trip to France. 

Everyone enjoyed their tales very much and a pleasant 

evening was had by all who attended. 

Our next meeting which will be held on Wednesday 

17
th
 September will be hosted by our world roamer, 

Sue Kijurina, who will share her experiences of her 

recent trip to Norway. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

The evening starts at 7:15 for 7:30. 

 

Word to the wise: 

 

If you think you’re a person of some influence, 

try ordering someone else’s dog around. 
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CALENDAR: 
 

Weekly Events: 

 Golf on Tuesday 

 Art on Thursday 

 

Sept 2 Craft with Mary 

Sept 5 General Meeting 10am, Narellan Community 

Hall Queen Street Narellan  

Sept 6 John Williamson – C’town Catholic Club – 

The Cube – 8pm 

Sept 12 Photography with Ros 

Sept 16 Craft with Mary 

Sept 17 King & I,  Opera House, Matinee 

Sept 17 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Sept 19 Tour: Historic Mount Kembla Village 

Sept 20  Marcia Hines, C’town Catholic Club, 8pm 

Sept 22  Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Sept 26 Gardening with Sue 

Sept 26 Cards 7pm Glen Alpine Casino 

Sept 27 Casula Powerhouse, 8pm 

Sept 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Oct 1  The Last Confession, Theatre Royal 1pm 

Oct 1 The Fabulous Beatie Boys – CCC 8pm 

Oct 2 Garvin Institute Tour 

Oct 3 General Meeting 10am Narellan Community 

 Hall, Queen Street, Narellan 

Oct 7 Craft with Mary 

Oct 9 Lunch at The Oran Park Café, 12.00 noon 

Oct 10 Photography with Ros 

Oct 14 Card Making with Marion 

Oct 15 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Oct 18 – 23  Grafton Tour 

Oct 20  Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Oct 24 Gardening with Sue 

Oct 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Oct 31 Cards 7pm Glen Alpine Casino 

Nov 4 Craft with Mary 

Nov 6 Walk: Sculptors by the Sea 

Nov 7 General Meeting 10am Narellan Community 

Hall 

Nov 8 A Happy & Holy Occasion, Campbelltown 

Theatre Group 2pm 

Nov 10 Card Making with Marion 

Nov 13 Kiama Walk 

Nov 14 Photography with Ros 

Nov 17 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Nov 18 Craft with Mary 

Nov 24 Lunch “The Camden Hotel” 12 noon 

Nov 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Nov 28 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 28 Cards 7pm Glen Alpine Casino 

Dec 2 Craft with Mary 

Dec 5 General Meeting 10am Narellan Community 

Hall 

Dec 9 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 19 Christmas Lunch, Eschol Park House 12.00pm 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Painting by Sue Kijurina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Painting by Diane Donohue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  5 Sept 2014 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  3 Oct 2014 

                  10am –12noon 


